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Dear Sir: ' " 1/ 



The Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance accompanying the Notice of 
Allowability mailed on July 29, 2004 does not appear to be very concise or comprehensive. The 
Examiner states that no prior art was found teaching individually, or suggesting in combination, 
all of the features of the application's invention, specifically the elongated member for receiving 
a light source, such member having a cavity formed in part by the first material and extending to 
two or more portions of the outer surface of the elongated member, such portions being separated 
from one another by the second material; the elongated member is formed as a single piece; or 
the light source providing non-interrupted continuous illumination along at least a major length. 
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Notable, claim 1 does not recite some of the limitation listed by the Examiner including, 
for example, that the elongated member is formed as a single piece, or that the light source 
provides non-interrupted continuous illumination along at least a major length. 

Likewise, claim 11 does not recite some of the limitations listed by the Examiner 
including, for example, a cavity that is formed in part by a first material that extends to two or 
more portions of the outer surface of the elongated member, or a light source that provides non- 
interrupted continuous illumination along at least a major length. Independent claims 12 and 29 
also do not recite many of the limitations listed by the Examiner. 

In view of the foregoing, Applicant believes that the Examiner did not intend to provide a 
complete analysis or listing of reasons of why each and every claim is allowable over the prior 
art. The Examiner did state that claims 1, 2, 4-6 and 9-31 are allowed over the prior art. Thus, 
the Examiner must have concluded that the claims as allowed are patentable over the prior art, 
and not necessarily for those reasons summarized in the Examiner's Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance. Applicant respectfully request clarification if the Examiner does not agree with this 
statement. 

Also, in paragraph 1 of the Notice of Allowability, the Examiner states that claims 1, 2, 
4-6 and 11-31 remain pending, and in paragraph 2, the Examiner states that claims 1, 2, 4-6 and 
11-31 are allowed. Applicant believes this to be in error because claims 9-10 should not have 
been excluded in the listing of claims. On the Notice of Allowability form (PTOL-37), the 
Examiner indicates that claims 1, 2, 4-6 and 9-31 were allowed, which appears to be correct. 
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Applicant believes that claims 1, 2, 4-6 and 9-31 are still pending in the application and are 
allowed. Applicant respectfully request clarification if the Examiner does not agree with this 
statement. 



Dated: 




1221 Nicollet Avenue, Suite 800 
Minneapolis, MN 55403-2402 
Telephone: (612) 677-9050 
Facsimile: (612) 359-9349 
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